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1
RECORDING METHOD

CROSS REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a Continuation of application Ser. No.
12/879,555, filed Sep. 10, 2010, which is expressly incorpo-
rated herein by reference. The entire disclosure of Japanese
Patent Application No. 2009-210177, filed Sep. 11, 2009, is
also expressly incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates to a recording method for
recording high-quality images at high speed on a recording
medium having no or low ink-absorbing property.

2. Related Art

A typical ink-jet recording apparatus such as one disclosed
in Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
6-126952 is equipped with a pre-heating lamp and a blower to
dry ink. The pre-heating lamp heats driving rollers, and the
driving rollers heat a recording medium before the recording
medium passes through a printing zone. The blower heats the
recording medium in the printing zone by applying strong air
toward the recording medium immediately after completion
of printing.

However, an apparatus that uses a typical drying unit can-
not print high-quality images at high speed by an ink jet
recording technique on a recording medium, such as a cast
paper for offset printing or a plastic film, that has a signifi-
cantly low ink-absorbing property. For example, nonunifor-
mity in line width (beading) occurs when ruled lines are
printed, and color nonuniformity and mixing of different
colors (color bleeding) occur when a solid image is printed.

SUMMARY

It is advantageous to provide a recording method for
recording an image on a recording medium having a substan-
tially low ink-absorbing property at high speed by an ink jet
technique.

According to an aspect of the invention, a recording
method includes a first drying step of evaporating 50 to 85 wt
% of ink adhering on a recording medium, the ink being
ejected from a recording head onto a surface of the recording
medium, back side of which is supported by a medium-
supporting unit which faces the recording head, and a second
drying step of drying the recording medium, which has been
subjected to the first drying step, at the downstream side of the
medium-supporting unit in a feeding direction of the record-
ing medium.

Preferably, in the first drying step, 60 to 80 wt % of the ink
adhering on the recording medium is evaporated. The first
drying step preferably employs a thermal conduction tech-
nique and/or a convection technique.

The “thermal conduction technique” involves conducting
heat from a high-temperature part to a low-temperature part
through the interior of an object. In other words, it is a type of
technique by which heat is conducted to a recording medium
side as a hot object contacts the recording medium (medium
onto which ejection is performed). The “convection tech-
nique” involves conducting heat through a fluid such as gas or
liquid.

After the ink ejected from the recording head adheres onto
a recording medium, the ink is heated in the first drying unit
and 50 wt % or more and preferably 60 wt % or more of the
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2

ink components adhering on the recording medium are
evaporated. If the amount evaporated is less than this, non-
uniformity of line width (beading) occurs when ruled lines
are printed and color nonuniformity and mixing of different
colors (color bleeding) occur when solid images are printed.

After the ink ejected from the recording head adheres onto
the recording medium, the ink is heated in the first drying unit
but the ink components adhering on the recording medium are
not to be evaporated exceeding 85 wt % and more preferably
exceeding 80 wt %. If the ink components in an amount
exceeding this are evaporated, the dot diameter of the adher-
ing ink droplet on the recording medium may become insuf-
ficient, possibly resulting in disconnected ruled lines and
nonuniformity in solid images. Moreover, since the thickness
of the adhering dots of ink droplets increases, friction resis-
tance may decrease.

Preferably, the second drying step employs a convection
technique. Preferably, the recording medium is a film mate-
rial.

The ink preferably at least contains (1) a colorant, (2) a
resin, (3) a water-soluble resin solvent, (4) a medium-volatile
humectant, (5) a water-soluble penetration solvent, (6) a sur-
factant, and (7) water. The water-soluble resin solvent, the
medium-volatile humectant, and the water-soluble penetra-
tion solvent are preferably organic solvents having a boiling
point of 100° C. or more and 250° C. or less.

The recording medium preferably has no or low ink-ab-
sorbing property. Examples of the recording medium that has
no ink-absorbing property include plastic films having sur-
faces not treated for ink jet printing (i.e., plastic films without
ink-absorbing layers), and materials, such as paper, that are
coated with plastic or bonded with plastic films. Examples of
the plastic include polyvinyl chloride, polyethylene tereph-
thalate, polycarbonate, polystyrene, polyurethane, polyethyl-
ene, and polypropylene. Examples of the recording medium
that has low ink-absorbing property include printing paper
such as art paper, coated paper, and mat paper.

A recording medium that has no or low ink-absorbing
property is a recording medium having a print surface in
which the amount water absorption from the start of the
contact to 30 msec is 10 mL/m? or less in a Bristow test. The
Bristow test is the most prevalent method for measuring the
amount of liquid absorbed in a short time and is also
employed in Japan Technical Association of the Pulp and
Paper Industry (JAPAN TAPPI). The details of the test pro-
cedure are described in “JAPAN TAPPI Test Methods, 2000
version”, Standard No. 51, “Paper and Paperboard—ILiquid
absorption test method—Bristow’s method”.

The ink preferably at least includes the following:

(1) a pigment as the colorant: 0.5 to 10 wt %

(2) at least one resin selected from the group consisting of
a colorant dispersant, a resin emulsion, and a water-soluble
resin: 0.5 to 10 wt %

(3) at least one organic solvent serving as the water-soluble
resin solvent, the at least one organic solvent being selected
from the group consisting of N-methylpyrrolidone, N-eth-
ylpyrrolidone, N-vinylpyrrolidone, 2-pyrrolidone, dimethyl
sulfoxide, e-caprolactam, methyl lactate, ethyl lactate, iso-
propyl lactate, butyl lactate, ethylene glycol monomethyl
ether, ethylene glycol dimethyl ether, ethylene glycol
monomethyl ether acetate, diethylene glycol monomethyl
ether, diethylene glycol dimethyl ether, diethylene glycol
ethyl methyl ether, diethylene glycol diethyl ether, diethylene
glycol isopropyl ether, propylene glycol monomethyl ether,
propylene glycol dimethyl ether, dipropylene glycol monom-
ethyl ether, dipropylene glycol dimethyl ether, and 1,4-diox-
ane: 2 to 10 wt %
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(4) at least one organic solvent serving as the medium-
volatile humectant, the at least one organic solvent being
selected from the group consisting of ethylene glycol, dieth-
ylene glycol, propylene glycol, dipropylene glycol, 1,3-pro-
panediol, 1,4-butanediol, hexylene glycol, and 2,3-butane-
diol: 2 to 15 wt %

(5) at least one organic solvent that serves as the water-
soluble penetration solvent, the at least one organic solvent
being selected from the group consisting of n-butanol, 1,2-
hexanediol, 1,3-hexanediol, 1,2-heptanediol, 1,3-hep-
tanediol, 1,2-octanediol, 1,3-octanediol, 1,2-pentanediol, tri-
ethylene glycol monobutyl ether, diethylene glycol
monobutyl ether, diethylene glycol monopropyl ether, dieth-
ylene glycol monopentyl ether, and propylene glycol
monobutyl ether: 1 to 8 wt %

(6) at least one surfactant selected from the group consist-
ing of acetylene glycol surfactants and silicone surfactants:
0.5t0 2 wt%

(7) water: 50 to 80 wt %.

The colorants used in chromatic or achromatic inks are
water-insoluble colorants, i.e., pigments. An example of a
preferable colorant for an achromatic black ink is carbon
black.

Specific examples of carbon black include, but are not
limited to, No. 2300, 900, MCF88, No. 20B, No. 33, No. 40,
No. 45, No. 52, MA7, MA8, MA100, and No. 2200B (trade
names, produced by Mitsubishi Chemical Corporation),
Color Black FW1, FW2, FW2V, FW18, FW200, 5150, 5160,
and 5170, Printex 35, U, V, and 140U, and Special Black 6, 5,
4A, 4, and 250 (trade names, produced by Degussa), Conduc-
tex SC and Raven 1255, 5750, 5250, 5000, 3500, 1255, and
700 (trade names, produced by Columbian Carbon Japan
Ltd.), and Regal 400R, 330R, and 660R, Mogul L., Monarch
700, 800, 880, 900, 1000, 1100, 1300, and 1400, and Elftex 12
(trade names, produced by Cabot Corporation). These carbon
blacks may be used alone or in combination.

Examples of preferable organic pigments for chromatic
inks include quinacridone pigments, quinacridone quinone
pigments, dioxazine pigments, phthalocyanine pigments,
anthrapyrimidine pigments, anthanthrone pigments, indan-
throne pigments, flavanthrone pigments, perylene pigments,
diketopyrrolopyrrole pigments, perinone pigments, quinoph-
thalone pigments, anthraquinone pigments, thioindigo pig-
ments, benzimidazolone pigments, isoindolinone pigments,
azomethine pigments, and azo pigments.

Specific examples of cyan pigments include C.I. Pigment
Blue 1, 2, 3, 15:3, 15:4, 15:34, 16, 22, and 60; and C.I. Vat
Blue 4 and 60. Preferably, the cyan pigment is one or a
mixture of two or more selected from the group consisting of
C.I. Pigment Blue 15:3, 15:4, and 60.

Examples of the magenta pigment include C.I. Pigment
Red 5, 7, 12, 48(Ca), 48(Mn), 57(Ca), 57:1, 112, 122, 123,
168, 184, and 202, and C.I. Pigment Violet 19. Preferably, the
magenta pigment is one or a mixture of two or more selected
from the group consisting of C.1. Pigment Red 122, 202, and
209 and C.I. Pigment Violet 19.

Examples of the yellow pigment include C.I. Pigment Yel-
low 1,2,3,12,13,14C, 16,17,73,74,75, 83,93, 95, 97, 98,
109, 110, 114, 128, 129, 138, 150, 151, 154, 155, 180, and
185. Preferably, the yellow pigment is one or a mixture of two
or more selected from the group consisting of C.I. Pigment
Yellow 74, 109, 110, 128, and 138.

The pigment used in an orange pigment dispersion is C.I.
Pigment Orange 36 or 43 or a mixture of C.1. Pigment Orange
36 and 43.

The pigment used in a green pigment dispersion is one or a
mixture of C.I. Pigment Green 7 and 36. The pigment may be
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dispersed in a resin using a dispersion resin or may be pro-
cessed into a self-dispersing pigment by surface oxidation
with hypochlorous acid, fuming sulfuric acid, etc., or by
sulfonation.

Preferable examples of the dispersant for the colorant of
the ink, the resin emulsion, or the water-soluble resin are as
follows.

Since these resins must have water-dispersibility even
when they are insoluble in water, the resins are preferably
polymers that have both a hydrophilic portion and a hydro-
phobic portion. When a thermoplastic resin is used as the
resin emulsion, the particle diameter is not particularly lim-
ited as long as an emulsion is formed, but is preferably about
150 nm or less and more preferably about 5 nm to 100 nm.

A resin component such as a dispersant resin or resin
emulsion that has been used in ink jet recording ink compo-
sitions can be used as the thermoplastic resin. Examples of the
thermoplastic resins that can be used include acryl polymers
such as polyacrylates and copolymers thereof, polymethacry-
late and copolymers thereof, polyacrylonitrile or copolymers
thereof, polycyanoacrylate, polyacrylamide, polyacrylic
acid, and polymethacrylic acid; polyolefin polymers such as
polyethylene, polypropylene, polybutene, polyisobutylene,
and polystyrene and copolymers thereof, petroleum resin,
coumarone-indene resin, and terpene resin; vinyl acetate-
vinyl alcohol polymers such as polyvinyl acetate and copoly-
mers thereof, polyvinyl alcohol, polyvinyl acetal, and poly-
vinyl ether; halogen-containing polymers such as polyvinyl
chloride and copolymers thereof, polyvinylidene chloride,
fluorine resin, and fluorine rubber; nitrogen-containing vinyl
polymers such as polyvinyl carbazole, polyvinyl pyrrolidone
and copolymers thereof, polyvinyl pyridine, and polyvinyl
imidazole; diene polymers such as polybutadiene and copoly-
mers thereof, polychloroprene, and polyisopylene (butyl rub-
ber); and other opening-ring polymerization resins, conden-
sation polymerization resins, and natural high-molecular-
weight resins.

Still other examples of the thermoplastic resin include
Hitec E-7025P, Hitec E-2213, Hitec E-9460, Hitec E-9015,
Hitec E-4A, Hitec E-5403P, and Hitec E-8237 (trade names,
produced by Toho Chemical Industry Co., Ltd.) and
AQUACER 507, AQUACER 515, and AQUACER 840 (trade
names, produced by BYK Japan KK).

A thermoplastic resin in an emulsion form can be obtained
by mixing resin particles with water along with, if necessary,
a surfactant. For example, an emulsion of an acrylic resin or
a styrene-acrylic acid copolymer resin can be obtained by
mixing a (meth)acrylate resin or a styrene-(meth)acrylate
resin and, optionally, a (meth)acrylic acid resin and a surfac-
tant, in water. The mixing ratio of the resin component to the
surfactant is preferably about 50:1 to 5:1. When the amount of
surfactant is below this range, an emulsion is not easily
formed. If the amount of surfactant exceeds this range, the
water resistance and the adhesiveness of the ink may be
degraded.

The surfactant used here is not particularly limited. Pref-
erable examples thereof include anionic surfactants (e.g.,
sodium dodecylbenzenesulfonate, sodium lauryl sulfate, and
ammonium salts of polyoxyethylene alkyl ether sulfate), and
nonionic surfactants (e.g., polyoxyethylene alkyl ether, poly-
oxyethylene alkyl ester, polyoxyethylene sorbitan fatty acid
ester, polyoxyethylene alkyl phenyl ether, polyoxyethylene
alkyl amine, and polyoxyethylene alkyl amide). These may
be used as a mixture of two or more. The emulsion of the
thermoplastic resin can also be obtained by emulsification
polymerization of monomers of the resin components men-
tioned above in water in the presence of a polymerization
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catalyst and an emulsifier. The polymerization initiator, the
emulsifier, and a molecular weight adjustor used for the emul-
sion polymerization can be used according to common pro-
cedures.

A polymerization initiator usually used in radical polymer-
ization may be used as the polymerization initiator. Examples
thereof include potassium persulfate, ammonium persulfate,
hydrogen peroxide, azobisisobutyronitrile, benzoyl peroxide,
dibutyl peroxide, peracetic acid, cumene hydroperoxide, tert-
butyl hydroxyperoxide, and paramenthane hydroxyperoxide.
When polymerization is conducted in water, a water-soluble
polymerization initiator is preferably used. Examples of the
emulsifier include, in addition to sodium lauryl sulfate,
anionic surfactants, nonionic surfactants, and ampholytic sur-
factants commonly used and mixtures thereof. Two or more
types of emulsifiers may be used as a mixture.

The ratio of the water to the resin as the disperse phase is
preferably 60 to 400 parts by weight and more preferably 100
to 200 parts by weight of water per 100 parts by weight of the
resin.

When a resin emulsion is used as a thermoplastic resin, a
common resin emulsion may be used. For example, resin
emulsions disclosed in Japanese Examined Patent Applica-
tion Publication No. 62-1426, and Japanese Unexamined
Patent Application Publication Nos. 3-56573, 3-79678,
3-160068, and 4-18462 can be directly used. Commercially
available resin emulsions can also be used. Examples thereof
include Microgel E-1002 and E-5002 (styrene-acryl resin
emulsion produced by Nippon Paint), VONCOAT (registered
trademark) 4001 (acryl resin emulsion, produced by DIC
Corporation) VONCOAT 5454 (styrene-acryl resin emulsion,
produced by DIC Corporation), SAE1014 (styrene-acryl
resin emulsion, produced by Zeon Corporation), and Saibinol
(registered trademark) SK-200 (acryl resin emulsion, pro-
duced by Saiden Chemical Industry Co.). The thermoplastic
resin may take a form of fine powder and mixed with other
components in the water-based ink. Preferably, resin fine
particles of the thermoplastic resin is dispersed in a water
medium to form a resin emulsion and then the resin emulsion
is mixed with other components of the water-based ink. The
diameter of the resin fine particles is preferably in the range of
5 to 400 nm and more preferably in the range of 50 to 200 nm
from the standpoints of long-term storage stability and ejec-
tion stability of the water-based ink.

Examples of the water-soluble resin include polymers such
as polyethylene glycol, polyvinyl pyrrolidone, polyvinyl
alcohol, and polyvinyl acetal.

The resin is preferably contained in an amount of 0.5 to
10.0 wt % in terms of solid content relative to the total of the
water-based ink. Ifthe resin content is excessively low, the ink
coating formed on the surface of the plastic becomes thin and
sufficient adhesiveness may not be obtained between the plas-
tic surface and the ink coating. If the resin content is exces-
sively high, dispersion of the resin may become unstable
during storage of the ink composition and an even coating
may not be formed due to aggregation and solidification of
resin components caused by evaporation of trace amounts of
water.

Preferred examples of the water-soluble penetration sol-
vent and surfactant added to the ink are as follows.

Examples of the water-soluble penetration solvent include
n-butanol, 1,2-hexanediol, 1,3-hexanediol, 1,2-heptanediol,
1,3-heptanediol, 1,2-octanediol, 1,3-octanediol, 1,2-pen-
tanediol, triethylene glycol monobutyl ether, diethylene gly-
col monobutyl ether, diethylene glycol monopropyl ether,
diethylene glycol monopentyl ether, and propylene glycol
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monobutyl ether. The water soluble penetration solvent con-
tent in the entire ink composition is preferably 1 to 8 wt %.

Preferred examples of the acetylene glycol surfactants
used in the ink include Surfynol (registered trademark) 104E,
104H, 104A, 104BC, 104DPM, 104PA, 104PG-50, 104S,
420, SE, SE-F, 61, 82, and DF-110D (trade names, produced
by Nissin Chemical Co., Ltd.) and Acetylenol (registered
trademark) EOO and EOOP (trade names, produced by
Kawaken Fine Chemicals Co., Ltd.).

A polysiloxane compound is preferably used as a silicone
surfactant in the ink. Examples thereof include polyether-
modified organosiloxanes. For example, silicon additives
BYK-306, BYK-307, BYK-333, BYK-341, BYK-345,
BYK-346, and BYK-348 available from BYK Japan KK are
preferred.

A combination of a silicone surfactant and an acetylene
glycol surfactant having an hydrophile-lipophile balance
(HLB) value of 6 or less is particularly preferable. The sur-
factant content is preferably 0.5 to 2 wt %.

When the combination of the water-soluble penetration
solvent and the surfactant is used, the surface tension of the
water-based ink is preferably in the range of 23.0 mN/m to
40.0 mN/m and more preferably in the range of 25.0 mN/m to
35.0 mN/m.

The water-soluble resin solvent used in the ink is selected
from water-soluble solvents compatible with the resin emul-
sion in the resin ink. Although the optimum combination
varies with the type of resin used, preferable examples of the
water-soluble resin solvent include pyrrolidones such as
N-methylpyrrolidone, N-ethylpyrrolidone, N-vinylpyrroli-
done, and 2-pyrrolidone, dimethyl sulfoxide, e-caprolactam,
methyl lactate, ethyl lactate, isopropyl lactate, butyl lactate,
ethylene glycol monomethyl ether, ethylene glycol dimethyl
ether, ethylene glycol monomethyl ether acetate, diethylene
glycol monomethyl ether, diethylene glycol dimethyl ether,
diethylene glycol ethyl methyl ether, diethylene glycol
diethyl ether, diethylene glycol isopropyl ether, propylene
glycol monomethyl ether, propylene glycol dimethyl ether,
dipropylene glycol monomethyl ether, dipropylene glycol
dimethyl ether, and 1,4-dioxane. Pyrrolidones are particu-
larly preferable since they have sufficient drying rate and
accelerate formation of coatings.

The water-soluble resin solvent in the ink may be added to
a chromatic and/or achromatic ink or a resin ink that contains
no colorant and is effective for increasing the strength of the
coatings.

Specific examples of the water-soluble resin solvent
include N-methylpyrrolidone, N-ethylpyrrolidone, N-vi-
nylpyrrolidone, 2-pyrrolidone, dimethyl sulfoxide, e-capro-
lactam, methyl lactate, ethyl lactate, isopropyl lactate, butyl
lactate, ethylene glycol monomethyl ether, ethylene glycol
dimethyl ether, ethylene glycol monomethyl ether acetate,
diethylene glycol monomethyl ether, diethylene glycol dim-
ethyl ether, diethylene glycol ethyl methyl ether, diethylene
glycol diethyl ether, diethylene glycol isopropyl ether, pro-
pylene glycol monomethyl ether, propylene glycol dimethyl
ether, dipropylene glycol monomethyl ether, dipropylene
glycol dimethyl ether, and 1,4-dioxane.

The amount of the water-soluble resin solvent added is
preferably 2 to 10 wt %.

The medium-volatile humectant used in the ink is prefer-
ably a humectant that does not remain in the coating films of
a print during drying. Examples thereof include diethylene
glycol, propylene glycol, dipropylene glycol, 1,3-pro-
panediol, 1,4-butanediol, hexylene glycol, and 2,3-butane-
diol.
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For example, when a humectant having a low boiling point,
such as glycerin, is added to the ink, a large amount of energy
is needed in the second drying unit for heating in order to print
images on a recording medium, such as a PET film, having no
ink absorbing property. This leads to an increase in size of
apparatuses and power consumption during operation of the
recording apparatus. If the ink is not sufficiently dried in the
second drying unit, a print may have insufficient water resis-
tance and scratch resistance and print contamination may
occur in the recording medium transport drive unit in the
recording apparatus. In order to obtain a high-quality print, 50
to 85 wt % and more preferably 60 to 80 wt % of ink must be
evaporated in the first drying unit. However, controlling the
conditions of the heating device so that this state is achieved
becomes extremely difficult and a large load is imposed on the
apparatus.

Water is a main solvent of the ink. Preferable examples of
water include pure water and ultrapure water obtained by ion
exchange, ultrafiltration, reverse osmosis, and distillation
since ionic impurities can be eliminated as much as possible.
Use of water sterilized by UV irradiation, addition of hydro-
gen peroxide, etc., is also preferred since generation of molds
and bacteria can be suppressed when the pigment dispersion
or the water-based ink containing the pigment dispersion is
stored for a long time.

Examples of the additives that can be used if needed are a
preservative, a fungicide, a pH adjustor, an antioxidant, and a
metal trapping agent.

Examples of the preservative and fungicide include sodium
benzoate, sodium pentachlorophenol, sodium 2-pyridi-
nethiol-1-oxide, sodium sorbate, sodium dehydroacetate,
1,2-dibenzisothiazolin-3-on (Proxel CRL, Proxel BDN,
Proxel GXL, Proxel XL-2, and Proxel TN produced by ICI).

Examples of the PH adjustor include inorganic alkalis such
as sodium hydroxide and potassium hydroxide, ammonia,
diethanolamine, triethanolamine, triisopropanolamine, mor-
pholine, potassium dihydrogenphosphate, and disodium
hydrogenphosphate.

Examples of the metal trapping agent include disodium
ethylene diamine tetraacetate.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be described with reference to the
accompanying drawings, wherein like numbers reference like
elements.

FIG. 1 is a schematic side view of the entirety of an ink jet
recording apparatus.

FIG. 2 is a schematic side view of a recording unit of a
printer, which is an example of the ink jet recording appara-
tus.

FIG. 3 is a schematic side view of an interior of a second
drying unit of a printer, which is an example of the ink jet
recording apparatus.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are tables showing the results of Tests 1
to 7.

FIG. 5 is a table showing the results of Test 8.

DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the invention will now be described with
reference to the drawings. FIG. 1 is a schematic side view of
an entire ink jet recording apparatus 1.

As shown in FIG. 1, the ink jet recording apparatus 1
includes a recording medium feeding unit 10, a transporting
unit 20, a recording unit 30, a dryer 90, and a discharge unit
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70. The dryer 90 includes a first drying unit 40 configured to
conduct a first drying step and a second drying unit 50 con-
figured to conduct a second drying step described below. The
recording medium feeding unit 10 is configured to feed a
rolled recording medium F, which is an example of a record-
ing medium or a medium onto which an ink is ejected, to the
transporting unit 20. In particular, The recording medium
feeding unit 10 includes a rolled medium holder 11 that
retains the rolled recording medium F. When the rolled
recording medium F is rotated, the recording medium F is fed
to the transporting unit 20 in the downstream feeding direc-
tion.

Although the recording medium F is described in this
embodiment, the recording medium may naturally be any
other material such as paper or a plastic film.

The transporting unit 20 is configured to transport the
recording medium F fed from the recording medium feeding
unit 10 to the recording unit 30. In particular, the transporting
unit 20 includes a first feed roller 21 and is configured to
further transfer the recording medium F that has been fed to
the recording unit 30 downstream in the feeding direction.

The recording unit 30 is configured to record images by
ejecting an ink L (refer to FIG. 2), which is an example of a
liquid, toward the recording medium F transferred from the
transporting unit 20. The recording unit 30 includes a platen
34 serving as a medium-supporting unit, a carriage 31, and a
recording head 32. The platen 34 is configured to support the
recording medium F from the back side. The carriage 31 is
arranged to face the platen 34 and is configured to move in a
width direction X relative to a feeding direction Y of the
recording medium F by the motive power from a carriage
motor (not shown) while being introduced along a first guide
shaft (not shown).

The recording head 32 is installed in the carriage 31 and is
configured to move integrally with the carriage 31 in the
width direction X. The recording head 32 is configured to
move relative to the carriage 31 in the feeding direction Y. In
particular, the recording head 32 is configured to move in the
feeding direction Y by the motive power from a recording
head motor (not shown) while being guided along a second
guide shaft (not shown). In other words, the recording head 32
is configured to move in the feeding direction Y and the width
direction X in the range in which the recording head 32
opposes the platen 34. Recording on the recording medium F
can be performed by ejecting the ink L from a nozzle row 33
formed in a surface of the recording head 32 opposing the
platen 34.

The platen 34 includes the first drying unit 40 for evapo-
rating 40to 80 wt % of the ink components in the ink L. ejected
onto the recording medium F, as described in detail below. A
second feed roller 43 is provided at the downstream of the
platen 34 in the feeding direction. The second feed roller 43 is
configured to feed the recording medium F, on which the
recording has been conducted, to the second drying unit 50
downstream in the feeding direction.

The second drying unit 50 is configured to further evapo-
rate part of the residual components in the ink L. ejected onto
the recording medium F, as described in detail below. A third
feed roller 65 is disposed near an outlet 64 of the second
drying unit 50. The third feed roller 65 is arranged to contact
the back side of the recording medium F and configured to
feed the recording medium F to the discharge unit 70 down-
stream in the feeding direction.

The discharge unit 70 is configured to further feed the
recording medium F fed from the second drying unit 50
toward the downstream side in the feeding direction and eject
the recording medium F to outside the ink jet recording appa-
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ratus 1. The discharge unit 70 includes a fourth feed roller 71,
a fifth feed roller 72, a sixth feed roller 73, a seventh feed
roller 74, and a take-up roller 75. Of these rollers, the fourth
feed roller 71 and the fifth feed roller 72 are arranged to
contact the front side of the recording medium F. The sixth
feed roller 73 and the seventh feed roller 74 are arranged to
form a roller pair. The recording medium F ejected by the
sixth feed roller 73 and the seventh feed roller 74 is taken up
by the take-up roller 75.

A first drying step will now be described. FIG. 2 is a
schematic side view of the recording unit 30 of a printer,
which is one example of the ink jet recording apparatus.

As shown in FIG. 2, the platen 34 includes the first drying
unit 40. To be more specific, the first drying unit 40 includes
a first nichrome wire 42 which is one example of a thermal
conduction-type heating unit 41. The first nichrome wire 42 is
arranged inside the entire region of the platen 34 so as to keep
a particular distance from the upper surface of the platen 34.
When electricity is supplied, the first nichrome wire 42 gen-
erates heat and the heat can be conducted through the platen
34 to the back side of the recording medium F on the platen
34.

Since the first nichrome wire 42 is provided in the entire
region of the platen 34, heat can be generated in all parts of the
platen 34. Since the surface of the platen 34 is flat and smooth
without irregularities, the upper surface of the platen 34
makes uniform contact with the recording medium F. The
distance between the first nichrome wire 42 and the upper
surface of the platen 34 is constant. Thus, heat can be uni-
formly conducted to the recording medium F on the platen 34.
In other words, the recording medium F can be uniformly
warmed.

In this embodiment, the recording medium F is a plastic
film. The recording medium F fed onto the platen 34 of the
recording unit 30 takes a pause. While the recording head 32
is positioned to oppose the downstream side of the platen 34
in the feeding direction, the carriage 31 moves in the width
direction X and the ink L is ejected to conduct recording.
Next, the recording head 32 moves toward the upstream side
in the feeding direction relative to the carriage 31 by a dis-
tance equal to the length of the nozzle row 33. Then the
carriage 31 moves in the width direction X and the ink L is
ejected to conduct recording.

Then the recording head 32 moves toward the upstream
side in the feeding direction relative to the carriage 31 by a
distance equal to the length of the nozzle row 33. The carriage
31 moves in the width direction X and ink is ejected to
conduct recording. This is repeated a plurality of times, i.e.,
scanning is performed a plurality of times, until the recording
head 32 moves to a position opposing the upstream side of the
platen 34 in the feeding direction, the carriage 31 moves in the
width direction X in this state, and the ink L is ejected to
conduct recording.

Then the recording medium F is fed toward the down-
stream side in the feeding direction by a distance equal to the
length of the platen 34 in the feeding direction Y, i.e., a
distance equal to the length (length in the feeding directionY)
of the region on which recording is made by plural times of
scanning, and takes another pause. Recording is conducted on
the recording medium F on the platen 34 by plural times of
scanning. This is so called intermittent feeding.

Here, the first drying unit 40 is not of a convection type but
of'a thermal conduction type. Accordingly, the nozzle row 33
of'the recording head 32 is not directly exposed to hot air and
the condition of the nozzle row 33 of the recording head 32
thereby remains unaffected. In particular, the increase in vis-
cosity caused by drying of the ink L in the nozzles and
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ejection failures caused thereby can be avoided. The tempera-
ture of the first drying unit 40 is relatively lower than that of
the second drying unit 50. The “low temperature” means that
the temperature is low enough not to affect the state of the
nozzle row 33 of the recording head 32.

A second drying step will now be described. FIG. 3 is a
schematic side view of the interior of the second drying unit
of a printer which is one example of the ink jet recording
apparatus.

As shown in FIG. 3, the second drying unit 50 includes a
drying oven 52, which is one example of a convection-type
heating unit 51. A first partition plate 59, a second partition
plate 60, a first port 61, a second port 62, a medium-support-
ing plate 53, a second nichrome line 54, a cross flow fan 55, a
first axial flow fan 56, a second axial flow fan 57, and a third
axial flow fan 58 are disposed inside the drying oven 52.

The first partition plate 59 and the second partition plate 60
are arranged to define spaces A, B, and C. The first port 61 is
formed to allow air to flow between the space A and the space
C. The second port 62 is formed to allow air to flow between
the space A and the space B. The medium-supporting plate 53
is configured to support the recording medium F fed to the
interior of the drying oven 52 from an inlet 63.

When electricity is fed to the second nichrome line 54, the
second nichrome line 54 generates heat and heats air in the
space A defined by the first partition plate 59. In particular, air
coming into the space A from the first port 61 is heated. The
cross flow fan 55 generates a stream that sends air heated with
the second nichrome line 54 in the space A to the space B
through the second port 62.

The “cross flow fan” is a fan that has a relatively small
diameter and a relatively large length in the transverse direc-
tion, suctions air in one of the radial directions of the impeller,
and delivers air from the other of the radial directions. The
cross flow fan is also referred to as a transverse fan.

The first axial flow fan 56, the second axial flow fan 57, and
the third axial flow fan 58 are installed in the second partition
plate 60 and arranged to substantially perpendicularly apply
hot air in the space B onto the surface of the recording
medium F on the medium-supporting plate 53 in the space C.
The hot air applied to the recording medium F passes by the
medium-supporting plate 53 and flows into the space A
through the first port 61.

In this embodiment, the temperature of the hot air blown
from the first axial flow fan 56, the second axial flow fan 57,
and the third axial flow fan 58 is 60° C. to 100° C. on the
medium-supporting plate 53. This is higher than the tempera-
ture of the first drying unit 40. According to this structure, an
organic solvent which is not as easily evaporated as moisture
can be evaporated rapidly with relatively strong wind at high
temperature so that the ink L. can be dried.

The ink L on the surface of the recording medium F already
has an increased viscosity as described above and thus the ink
L remains substantially undisturbed despite blowing of a
strong wind. To be more specific, the ink [ does not move on
the surface of the recording medium F despite the strong
blow. The organic solvent which is difficult to evaporate can
be efficiently evaporated in a short time by applying a strong
wind at a high temperature.

As mentioned earlier, the recording medium F according to
this embodiment is intermittently fed. The length of the time
the recording medium F pauses on the medium-supporting
plate 53 is about 5 to 50 seconds. The evaporation of the ink
L ejected onto the surface of the recording medium F can be
accelerated during this pause to accelerate drying. The state
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of drying can be adjusted by controlling the temperature of
the hot air, the length of time of the pause, the organic solvent
component in the ink, etc.

In particular, when the recording medium is a recording
medium F that does not absorb moisture or organic solvents in
the ink components, two-step drying using the first drying
unit 40 and the second drying unit 50 according to this
embodiment is effective. The ink L can be efficiently dried in
this manner even when the recording medium is paper. This is
effective even for recording methods that involves ejecting
larger quantities of ink [. compared to standard methods
because the ink L. can be efficiently dried.

The cross flow fan 55 and the first partition plate 59 are
disposed at positions that do not interfere with the recording
medium F entering through the inlet 63 and existing from the
outlet 64 and that do not overlap the recording medium F in
the width direction X.

When the evaporation of the ink components in the second
drying unit 50 is not sufficiently accelerated and drying is
insufficient, the ink may adhere onto the fourth feed roller 71
to the seventh feed roller 74 in the discharge unit 70 and the
resulting printout may become contaminated.

The invention will now be described in detail by using
examples below that do not limit the scope of the invention.

Example 1

Ink

Preparation of Ink
Preparation of Cyan Ink Composition 1

A cyan ink composition 1 was prepared using the following
materials:
C.I. pigment blue 15:3 as a colorant: 4 wt %
Acrylic acid-acrylate copolymer (molecular weight: 25000,
glass transition temperature: 80° C., and acid value 180) as a
dispersion resin for the colorant: 2 wt %
Styrene-acrylic acid copolymer (molecular weight: 50000,
acid value 130, and mean particle diameter: 75 nm) as a resin
emulsion: 2 wt %
1,2-Hexanediol as a water-soluble penetration solvent: 5 wt
% Surfynol DF-110D (trade name, produced by Nissin
Chemical Industry Co., Ltd.) as an acetylene glycol surfac-
tant: 0.2 wt %
BYK-348 (trade name, polyether-modified organosiloxane
produced by BYK Japan) as a silicone surfactant: 0.6 wt %
2-Pyrrolidone as a water-soluble resin solvent: 5 wt %
Propylene glycol as a medium-volatile humectant: 10 wt %
Pure water: balance
Preparation of Magenta Ink Composition 2 and Yellow Ink
Composition 3

A magenta ink composition 2 was prepared as with the
cyan ink composition 1 except that the colorant was changed
to 5 wt % C.I. pigment red 122. An yellow ink composition 3
was prepared as with the cyan ink composition 1 except that
the colorant was changed to 6 wt % C.I. pigment yellow 180.
Preparation of Black Ink Composition 4

A black ink composition was prepared using the following
materials:
Carbon black MA77 (trade name, produced by Mitsubishi
Chemical Corporation) as a colorant: 6 wt %
Acrylic acid-acrylate copolymer (molecular weight: 25000,
glass transition temperature: 80° C., and acid value 180) as a
dispersion resin for the colorant: 2 wt %
Styrene-acrylic acid copolymer (molecular weight: 50000,
acid value 130, and mean particle diameter: 75 nm) as a resin
emulsion: 2 wt %
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1,2-Hexanediol as a water-soluble penetration solvent: 5 wt
% Surtynol DF-110D (trade name, produced by Nissin
Chemical Industry Co., Ltd.) as an acetylene glycol surfac-
tant: 0.2 wt %
BYK-348 (trade name, polyether-modified organosiloxane
produced by BYK Japan) as a silicone surfactant: 0.4 wt %
2-Pyrrolidone as a water-soluble resin solvent: 5 wt % Pro-
pylene glycol as a medium-volatile humectant: 10 wt %
Pure water: balance

The surface tension was 26 mN/m in all of the ink compo-
sitions 1 to 4.

Evaluation of Print

Prints were created by a printer shown in FIGS. 1 to 3 on
various recording media, namely, glossy-type fine coated
paper OK topcoat+ (trade name, produced by Oji Paper Co.,
Ltd.) used as printing paper, PET media cold laminate film
PG-50L (trade name, produced by Lami Corporation Inc.),
and PPC paper P (64 g/m?, produced by Fuji Xerox Co., Ltd.)
widely used as copy paper in offices, and evaluated.

A recording head mounted in an ink jet printer, PX-B500
(trade name, produced by Seiko Epson Corporation) was used
as arecording head. The ink compositions 1 to 4 were charged
in the recording head and the following were printed at an
ejected ink weight of 30 nanograms per dot (ng/dot) and a
resolution of 360 dot per inch (dpi):

(1) horizontal and vertical ruled lines formed by one black dot
(2) solid images in cyan, magenta, and yellow formed at a
print duty of 100%

(3) ruled lines in cyan, magenta, and black formed by three
dots on a yellow solid image at a print duty of 100%

Next, in the platen 34 serving as a first drying unit, the
temperature of the heater was varied to control the amount of
ink components evaporated in the first drying unit. After
printing, the recording medium was transported to the drying
oven 52 serving as a second drying unit and evaporation of the
ink components was further accelerated by blowing hot air
onto the recording medium.

The resulting print was visually evaluated by five subjects
according to the following standards and the evaluation was
determined by the majority:
in Evaluation (1), A: no beading occurred and B: beading
occurred
in Evaluation (2), A: no nonuniformity in solid images
observed and B: nonuniformity in solid images observed
in Evaluation (3), A: no color bleeding occurred and B: color
bleeding occurred

The results are shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B, Tests 1 to 7.

Next, 10 wt % of propylene glycol serving as a medium-
volatile humectant in the ink compositions 1 to 4 above was
replaced by 10 wt % of glycerin, i.e., alow-volatile humectant
having a boiling point of 290° C. to prepare a cyan ink
composition 5, a magenta ink composition 6, an yellow ink
composition 7, and a black ink composition 8.

The surface tension was 27 mN/m in all of the ink compo-
sitions 5 to 8.

Test 8 was conducted under the conditions shown in FIG. 5
using the ink compositions 5 to 8 instead of the ink compo-
sitions 1 to 4, respectively, and the evaluation was made as
described above. The results are shown in FIG. 5.

Tests 1 to 7 in FIGS. 4A and 4B clearly show that when 50
wt % or more of ink adhered on the recording medium was
evaporated in the first drying unit and then the remaining ink
was further dried in the second drying unit downstream of'the
first drying unit in the feeding direction of the recording
medium, high-quality images could be recorded at high speed
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by an ink jet technique on a recording medium, such as a
glossy fine coated paper used as printing paper that has low
ink absorbing property.

When 60 wt % or more of the ink adhering on the recording
medium was evaporated in the first drying unit, high-quality
images could be recorded at high speed by an ink jet tech-
nique on a recording medium, such as a PET medium, that has
no ink absorbing property. Conversely, when the amount of
ink evaporated in the first drying unit was smaller, beading or
nonuniformity in solid images caused by aggregation of ink
molecules occurred and color bleeding, i.e. mixing of color
inks not sufficiently dried on the recording medium, occurred.

When 85 wt % or more of the ink adhering on the recording
medium was evaporated in the first drying unit, high-quality
images could be printed by an ink jet technique on a recording
medium, such as PPC paper widely used as copy paper in
general offices, having high ink-absorbing property or a
recording medium, such as glossy fine coated paper used as
printing paper, having low ink-absorbing property. However,
when a recording medium that has no ink-absorbing property,
such as a PET medium, was used, the amount of ink contrib-
uting to printing was small, the ruled line width in the head
scanning direction became smaller, and white streaks
occurred in solid images formed at a 100% duty. The subjects
observed nonuniformity in solid images and it was difficult to
record high-quality images by the ink jet technique.

When 90 wt % or more of the ink adhering on the recording
medium was evaporated in the first drying unit, white streaks
occurred in solid images formed at a 100% duty even on a
recording medium having low ink-absorbing property, such
as a glossy fine coated paper used as printing paper, and it was
difficult to record high-quality images by the ink jet tech-
nique.

As apparent from FIG. 5, since glycerin, which is a low-
volatile humectant having a boiling point of 290° C. was
contained in the ink compositions, it took a relatively longer
time for evaporating an adequate amount of ink and drying of
the outermost surfaces of ink droplets was insufficient
although an adequate amount of ink was evaporated in the
first drying unit. This resulted in beading and nonuniformity
in solid images caused by aggregation. Thus, it was difficultto
record high-quality images by the ink jet technique.

In other words, according to an ink jet recording apparatus
and a recording method using this apparatus according to this
embodiment, high-quality images could be printed at high
speed on a recording medium having little or no ink-absorb-
ing property. Compared to a wide spread recording apparatus
equipped with one heating unit near a recording head for
accelerating drying of the ink and a recording method using
this apparatus, heat for drying the ink can be efficiently
applied to the recording medium. Thus, the amount of energy
required for heating can be reduced as a whole.

What is claimed is:

1. A recording method comprising:

a first drying step of evaporating 50 to 85 wt % of ink
adhering on a recording medium the ink being ejected
from a recording head onto a surface of the recording
medium, back side of which is supported on a medium-
supporting unit which faces the recording head, and

a second drying step of drying the recording medium,
which has been subjected to the first drying step, at the
downstream side of the medium-supporting unit in a
feeding direction of the recording medium;

wherein the ink at least contains:

(1) a colorant;

(2) aresin;
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(3) amedium-volatile humectant being at least one organic
solvent;

(4) at least one organic solvent serving as a water-soluble
resin solvent, the at least one organic solvent being
selected from the group consisting of N-methylpyrroli-
done, N-ethylpyrrolidone, N-vinylpyrrolidone, 2-pyr-
rolidone, dimethyl sulfoxide, e-caprolactam, methyl
lactate, ethyl lactate, isopropyl lactate, butyl lactate, eth-
ylene glycol monomethyl ether, ethylene glycol dim-
ethyl ether, ethylene glycol monomethyl ether acetate,
diethylene glycol monomethyl ether, diethylene glycol
dimethyl ether, diethylene glycol ethyl methyl ether,
diethylene glycol diethyl ether, diethylene glycol iso-
propyl ether, propylene glycol monomethyl ether, pro-
pylene glycol dimethyl ether, dipropylene glycol
monomethyl ether, dipropylene glycol dimethyl ether,
and 1,4-dioxane;

(5) a surfactant;

(6) water

and the medium-volatile humectant, and at least one
organic solvent serving as a water-soluble resin solvent
are organic solvents having a boiling point of 100° C. or
more and 250° C. or less.

2. The recording method according to claim 1, wherein, in
the first drying step, 60 to 80 wt % of the ink adhering on the
recording medium is evaporated.

3. The recording method according to claim 1, wherein the
first drying step includes a convection technique.

4. The recording method according to claim 1, wherein the
second drying technique is a convection technique.

5. The recording method according to claim 1, wherein the
recording medium is a film material.

6. The recording method according to claim 1, wherein the
second drying step uses a fan.

7. The recording method according to claim 1, wherein the
second drying step includes applying air to the recording
medium, the applied air having a temperature of 60 to 100° C.

8. The recording method according to claim 1, wherein a
temperature of second drying step is higher than a tempera-
ture of first drying step.

9. The recording method according to claim 1, wherein the
ink at least contains a medium-volatile humectant of 2 to 15
wt %.

10. The recording method according to claim 1, wherein
the ink at least contains a water-soluble penetration solvent of
1 to 8 wt %.

11. The recording method according to claim 1, wherein
the ink at least contains water of 50 to 80 wt %.

12. The recording method according to claim 1, wherein
the ink at least contains a water-soluble penetration solvent
being at least one organic solvent selected from the group
consisting of n-butanol, 1,2-hexanediol, 1,3-hexanediol, 1,2-
heptanediol, 1,3-heptanediol, 1,2-octanediol, 1,3-octanediol,
1,2-pentanediol, triethylene glycol monobutyl ether, diethyl-
ene glycol monobutyl ether, diethylene glycol monopropyl
ether, diethylene glycol monopentyl ether, and propylene gly-
col monobutyl ether.

13. The recording method according to claim 1, wherein
the ink at least contains at least one organic solvent service as
a water-soluble residen solvent of 2 to 10 wt %.

14. The recording method according to claim 1, wherein
the ink does not contain glycerin.

15. The recording method according to claim 1, wherein
the ink at least contains

(1) the medium-volatile humectant of 2 to 15 wt %;

(2) a water-soluble penetration solvent of 1 to 8 wt %;

(3) water of 50 to 80 wt %;
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(4) the water-soluble penetration solvent being at least one
organic solvent selected from the group consisting of
n-butanol, 1,2-hexanediol, 1,3-hexanediol, 1,2-hep-
tanediol, 1,3-heptanediol, 1,2-octanediol, 1,3-oc-
tanediol, 1,2-pentanediol, triethylene glycol monobutyl 5
ether, diethylene glycol monobutyl ether, diethylene
glycol monopropyl ether, diethylene glycol monopentyl
ether, and propylene glycol monobutyl ether;

(5) the at least one organic solvent: 2 to 10 wt %;

(6) a pigment as the colorant: 0.5 to 10 wt %; 10

(7) at least one resin selected from the group consisting of
a colorant dispersant, a resin emulsion, and a water-
soluble resin: 0.5 to 10 wt %; and

(8) the surfactant being at least one surfactant selected from
the group consisting of acetylene glycol surfactants and 15
silicone surfactants: 0.5 to 2 wt %;

wherein the ink does not contain glycerin.

16. The recording method according to claim 1, wherein
the medium-volatile humectant being at least one organic
solvent is selected from a group consisting of ethylene glycol, 20
diethylene glycol, propylene glycol, dipropylene glycol, 1,3-
propanediol, 1,4-butanediol, hexylene glycol, and 2,3-bu-
tanediol.



